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OF  THE 

OXFORD  Y.M.C.A.’S  WAR  WORK, 

1914-1919. 


COMPILED  BY  A  MEMBER 
OF  THE  OXFORD  Y.M.C.A. 


OXFORD : 

PRINTED  FOR  PRIVATE  CIRCULATION, 
1920. 


THIS  Record  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A's  War  Work  was 
originally  undertaken  and  written  in  response  to  a 
request  from  the  Mayor  of  Oxford  for  the  purpose  of 
publishing  a  Record  of  the  work  done  by  the  various  institu¬ 
tions  in  Oxford  during  the  period  of  the  war. 

The  undertaking,  however,  was  not  carried  out,  and,  after  so 
much  time  and  patience  had  been  expended  in  compiling  this 
account  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Y.M.C.A.,  it  was  felt 
that  the  occasion  thus  presented  gave  the  Association  an 
opportunity  for  publishing  its  own  record. 

The  war  work  was  carried  on  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1919.  and  the  Association  found  its  bank  account  overdrawn 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  five  hundred  pounds.  The  entire  cost 
of  this  publication  has  been  met  by  a  few  friends,  thus  relieving 
the  Association  of  any  further  financial  burden,  to  whom  the 
Association  begs  to  express  its  sincere  gratitude. 
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FO  REWORD. 


A  HIGH  Official  at  the  War  Office  is  reported  to  have  stated  recently  that  t lie  work  of  t lie  Y.M.C.A.  was  one  of  the 

great  wonders  of  the  War.  It  is  certainly  true  the  Association  was  able,  under  God,  to  perform  a  service  to  the 

Nation  through  its  work  with  the  troops  which  even  its  most  sanguine  supporters  would  have  regarded  in  1914  as 
inconceivable.  In  France  and  Flanders,  in  India,  Egypt  and  Mesopotamia  and  all  over  the  fighting  front  the  sign  of 
the  Red  Triangle  became  the  symbol  of  something  intensely  human  and  intensely  personal  to  tired,  war-weary,  hungry 
men.  In  the  homeland  too,  the  men  of  our  armies  in  training  learned,  many  of  them  for  the  first  time,  that  the  dynamic 
of  the  Association  was  the  spirit  of  service. 

\ 

In  the  records  of  unselfish  service  for  a  Nation  agonising  in  the  throes  of  a  colossal  War,  the  part  played  by  the 
Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  must  inevitably  and  justly  find  its  place.  All  through  the  War  period  and  long  after  the  Armistice, 
its  doors  were  open  wide  and  freely  to  all  troops. 

Thousands  of  men  shared  in  its  privileges,  its  hospitality  and  its  corporate  life  ;  thousands  of  men  will  ever  have 
reason  to  remember  with  real  gratitude,  the  devoted  service  of  those  who  ministered  to  their  needs,  and  strove  in  every 
'"=^>  possible  way  to  provide  for  their  all-round  requirements. 

In  January,  1917,  there  came  a  great  testing  time.  The  Association  Building  in  George  Street  was  burnt  out  by 

a  ravaging  fire.  Those  responsible  for  the  work  at  the  time  were  naturally  shaken  by  the  staggering  blow,  but  as  will 

be  learned  from  the  following  pages,  not  many  hours  elapsed  before  adequate  provision  was  made  bv  the  Association  in 
another  part  of  the  City  ;  the  spirit  which  has  permeated  the  work  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  since  its  inception,  won 
through  even  this  dark  calamity. 

There  are  many  men  who  will  remember  Oxford  for  the  old  buildings  and  streets  associated  with  its  history, 
and  not  for  this  reason  alone  but  for  the  devoted  service,  the  courtesy  and  kindness,  the  helpful  word  which  they 
received  from  the  little  band  of  men  and  women  who  were  striving  during  the  days  of  War  to  maintain  the  traditions 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.,  and  to  carry  on  under  tremendous  difficulties. 
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The  service  thus  rendered  and  tile  work  then  carried  on,  have  placed  the  Oxford  Association  under  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  it  can  never  possibly  hope  to  repay. 

This  little  record  of  the  work  of  that  period  has  been  compiled  by  one  who  had  a  unique  opportunity  of 
seeing  at  first  hand,  through  all  the  years  of  War,  the  manner  in  which  the  Oxford  Association  endeavoured  to 
rise  to  its  opportunity.  It  will  serve  as  some  little  tribute  to  the  service  of  those  who  made  such  work  possible.  It 
is  a  tribute  which  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  have  been  printed  in  letters  of  gold. 

At  the  moment  the  Association  Building  in  George  Street  is  still  practically  a  charred  ruin,  and  the  tem¬ 
porary  premises  which  we  have  used  during  the  War  will  shortly  have  to  be  vacated.  I  am  confident  however, 
that  the  spirit  which  has  given  to  the  Oxford  Association  a  history  of  which  any  Association  might  well  be  proud, 
still  permeates  our  members  and  supporters.  It  is  the  same  spirit  as  that  referred  to  by  that  wise  counsellor,  R. 
L.  Stevenson,  who  asks  in  one  of  his  wonderful  Prayers  “The  Grace  of  Courage  that  we  be  none  of  us  cast  down, 
or  sit  lamenting  amid  the  ruins  ....  touch  us  with  fire  from  the  Altar  that  we  may  be  up  and  doing  to  rebuild 
our  Citv." 


W.  H.  I). 


A  Record  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.As  War  Work. 


BEFORE  THE  WAR. 

FOR  several  years  prior  to  1914  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  had  furnished  and  staffed  a  large  marquee 
at  the  annual  camp  of  the  4th  Batt.  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.l.  (Territorials),  in  which  the  men 
were  able  to  obtain  refreshments,  reading  and  writing  accommodation,  etc.,  and  in  which  also 
gatherings  of  a  religious  and  social  character  were  held.  The  experience  thus  gained  was  destined 
to  stand  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  good  stead,  and  their  preparedness  to  serve  the  “Terriers”  in  the  August  of 
1914  enabled  them  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  fall  in  with  the  scheme  of  the  National  Council  of 
Y.M.C.A  s  to  “  carry  on '  in  the  service  of  the  mobilised  forces  and  the  large  new  armies  which 
it  soon  became  evident  must  he  created. 


OXFORD  Y.M.C.A.  HUTS  AT  PORTSMOUTH. 

QUITE  early  there  came  the  request  to  the  Oxford  Association,  “Can  you  spare  your  General 
Secretary.  Mr.  W.  H.  Drake,  and  a  staff  of  men  for  camp  work  amongst  the  soldiers  at 
Portsmouth  ?  The  camp  near  by,  on  the  hill  topped  by  Purbrook  Fort,  at  once  became  an 
outlying  department  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  There  were  some  thousands  of  soldiers— Reservists 
and  the  first  arrivals  of  the  new  armies— under  canvas  there,  including  the  3rd  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.l. 
and  a  Battalion  of  Royal  Berkshires.  and  the  “  Y.M.  tent,"  which  consisted  of  two  large  marquees  and 
sundry  smaller  tents,  ministered  to  the  creature  comforts  of  the  men  from  3  a.m.  until  almost  “  Last 
Post "  at  night. 
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Very  soon  it  became  necessary  to  extend  the  work  at  Portsmouth  by  opening  a  “  hut "  in  a 
portion  of  the  grand  stand  of  the  racecourse  at  Farlington,  where  the  Wilts  Yeomanry  and  a 
Territorial  Battery  of  the  R.G.A.  were  encamped.  This  hut.  as  well  as  the  tent  at  Purbrook,  was 
continued,  with  staffs  from  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.,  until  late  in  the  autumn,  when  the  troops  were 
moved  into  the  Victoria  Barracks  at  Portsmouth.  The  work  here  proceeded  throughout  the  first 
winter  of  war  (1914-15).  but  as  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  workers  from  Oxford  increased  owing  to  all 
the  fit  young  men  having  enlisted,  and  when  finally  the  National  Council  required  the  services  of 
Mr.  Drake  for  still  more  important  duties  at  Headquarters  in  London,  the  Portsmouth  work  was 
transferred  to  the  care  of  others. 


THE  WORK  AT  OXFORD. 

THIS  step  became  the  more  urgent  because  the  increase  of  work  at  Oxford  demanded  the 
local  Y.M.C.A's  entire  attention.  From  the  first  days  of  the  war  our  building  was  thrown 
open  freely  to  members  of  H.M.  Forces  and  was  gladly  used  by  them.  At  first  our  military  visitors 
consisted  mainly  of  members  of  the  Oxford  Territorials,  the  Q.O.O.H.,  men  from  Cowley  Barracks, 
and  members  of  the  R.A.M.C.  from  the  3rd  Southern  General  Hospital  established  at  the  New 
Examination  Schools.  In  November.  1914,  however,  two  Battalions  of  “  Kitchener’s  Army,”  the 
7th  and  8th  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.I.,  were  billeted  in  Oxford,  and  from  this  time  our  War  Work 
commenced  in  real  earnest.  The  men  were  made  thoroughly  welcome,  and  a  special  War  Work 
Committee — with  our  President  (the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  Knapp)  as  chairman— was  appointed  to  look  after 
their  interests  and  entertainment.  A  "dry  canteen  was  established,  rooms  were  specially  furnished 
and  set  apart  for  letter-writing,  and  a  post  office  installed,  the  work  of  which  was  little  short  of 
marvellous.  The  well  known  Y.M.  active  service  stationery  was  supplied  gratis,  and  hundreds  of 
letters  were  posted  daily  in  the  letter  box  on  the  premises. 

Concerts  and  similar  entertainments  were  organised  and  given  on  two  (often  on  three)  evenings 
a  week.  Mr.  Sidney  Blackler  was  in  charge  of  these  arrangements,  and  some  of  the  best  musical 
talent  in  Oxford  was  placed  freely  at  our  disposal.  Mr.  H.  G.  Ley  (Organist  at  Christ  Church 


Cathedral)  was  responsible  for  a  series  of  high-class  concerts  on  Monday  evenings,  and  at  these  and 
all  similar  functions  our  large  lounge  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  by  soldiers  in  khaki  and 
the  well-remembered  “  Kitchener  blue.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Riley  were  frequent  visitors  at  this 
time,  and  their  numerous  dramatic  sketches  were  very  greatly  enjoyed,  whilst  the  number  of  local 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  contributed  instrumental  and  vocal  music  at  the  concerts  testified  to  the 
willingness  of  Oxford  citizens  to  assist  in  the  entertainment  of  the  troops. 

Of  other  forms  of  recreation,  there  were  billiards,  chess,  draughts,  etc.,  in  connection  with  which 
tournaments  and  matches  were  frequently  played,  the  billiard  tournaments  between  teams  represent¬ 
ing  the  various  military  units  in  Oxford  proving  especially  popular.  The  Q.O.O.H.  were  recognised 
the  champion  team. 


SUNDAY  WORK. 

IT  was  soon  found  that  this  war  work  was  a  seven-days-a-week  task,  and  the  building  was  regularly 
opened  to  soldiers  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The  Sunday  evening  Social  Hour — an 
informal  little  service,  round  the  fire,  for  members  in  pre-war  days — developed  amazingly,  and  under 
Dr.  Knapp's  leadership  became  the  most  successful  and  influential  of  the  distinctly  religious  efforts 
made  on  behalf  of  the  troops.  During  this  first  winter  the  speakers  at  these  services  included, 
besides  Dr.  Knapp,  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Sherwood,  the  Very  Rev.  Dr.  T.  B.  Strong,  the  late  Canon  Scott 
Holland,  the  Rev.  A.  Scott,  the  Rev.  Canon  Ottlev,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  B.  Selbie,  and  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Brash,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  addresses  were  greatly  appreciated  by  the  men. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  the  building  was  opened  on  Christmas 
Day,  1 D 1 4,  and  to  all  soldiers  who  cared  to  come  an  invitation  to  tea  was  extended.  This  was  a  very 
happy,  homely  function,  and  was  repeated  each  Christmas  Day  during  the  period  of  the  war,  though 
necessarily,  in  the  later  years,  on  a  less  elaborate  scale.  At  the  first  Christmas  tea  party  there  were 
some  150  guests,  a  figure  which  was  easily  eclipsed  in  the  second  year,  when  the  Fusiliers  were 
in  Oxford. 


THE  COWLEY  HUT. 


THE  COWLEY  HUT. 

MEANWHILE,  a  Y.M.C.A.  Recreation  Hut  had  been  established  at  Cowley  for  tiie  use  of  soldiers 
stationed  at  the  Barracks.  A  roomy  building  (formerly  a  gymnasium)  in  a  field  off  Crescent 
Road  was  rented  and  equipped,  and  valuable  help  was  rendered  by  the  Oxford  Gas  Company  and 
the  City  Waterworks  Committee,  who  generously  installed  the  fittings  necessary  for  the  supply  of 
gas  and  water.  The  furnishing  was  a  big  item,  but  assistance  was  kindly  given  by  a  number  of 


friends.  The  usual  games  of  billiards,  chess,  draughts,  dominoes,  etc.,  were  provided,  as  well  as 
Y.M.  stationery.  As  at  the  Oxford  rooms,  the  Post  Office  business  was  ever  an  important  department, 
while  the  dry  canteen,  needless  to  say,  was  always  appreciated. 

The  building  was  opened  on  Dec.  9th,  1914,  by  Col.  Sir  Charles  Cuyler,  Bart.  (Officer  Command¬ 
ing  at  the  Depot),  and  the  hut  speedily  became  the  recognised  rendezvous  of  the  staff  at  the  Barracks 
and  men  temporarily  stationed  there.  Mr.  Frank  Blackler  was  the  first  hon.  secretary,  with  Mr.  Bert 
Di  ew  as  his  able  lieutenant,  and  under  their  direction  the  affairs  of  the  hut  were  placed  on  a  firm, 
business-like  basis,  and  admirably  fulfilled  all  that  had  been  expected  of  it.  Concerts  were  frequently 
held,  games  tournaments  organised,  and  Sunday  evening  “Social  Hour”  services  arranged— all  by 
these  young  voluntary  workers  who,  whatever  the  weather,  walked  or  cycled  from  Oxford  to 
Cowley  every  evening  to  “run”  the  hut.  Soon,  however,  both  Messrs.  Blackler  and  Drew  them¬ 
selves  enlisted,  and  in  turn  the  following  young  members  of  our  Association  undertook  the  work  : 
Messrs.  R.  Clifford,  G.  G.  Tickner,  H.  H.  Stockley,  A.  W.  Shirley,  H.  A.  Farnell,  R.  Harris,  G.  Buckle, 
F.  T.  Pilgrim,  F.  Hunt,  F.  Constable,  A.  Charlton,  F.  Johnson,  F.  Ostler,  and  R.  C.  Maasz.  The  Hut 
continued  its  work  until  March,  1919,  when  the  property  changed  hands  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  received 
notice  to  quit.  When  finally  it  "closed  down,"  a  letter,  signed  by  members  of  the  clerical  staff 
at  Cowley  Barracks  and  other  soldiers,  was  received  by  the  Y.M.C.A.  expressing  the  men’s  grateful 
thanks  for  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  the  Hut,  and  for  all  that  had  been  done  for  them  and 
their  comrades-in-arms  who  had  used  the  building  during  the  four  and  a  half  years  that  it  had 
been  open. 

AT  BICESTER  AND  WOODSTOCK. 

IN  August,  1915,  the  3/4th  Battalion  of  the  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.I.  went  into  camp  at  Bicester  for 
training.  It  so  happened  that  the  Bicester  Branch  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  was  on  the  point  of  closing 
down  owing  to  almost  all  its  members  having  joined  the  Forces,  and  the  Oxford  Association  was 
asked  to  organise  a  recreation  "  hut.”  The  Association  building  in  the  town  was  consequently  taken 
over  by  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  and  “run"  as  a  club  for  the  soldiers  so  long  as  they  remained  in 
Bicester. 
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In  March  of  the  same  year  a  similar,  but  very  brief,  effort  was  made  at  Woodstock.  A  Company 
of  the  A.S.C.  was  billeted  in  the  town  for  a  few  days,  and  the  Mayor  of  Woodstock  at  once  appealed 
to  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  to  assist  in  the  entertainment  of  the  men.  Oxford  readily  responded  ;  the 
Town  Hall  was  fitted  up  as  a  Y.M.  Hut,"  and  proved  of  great  service.  Evening  concerts  added 
considerably  to  the  success  of  the  effort. 


ENTERTAINING  THE  WOUNDED. 

IT  was  in  the  early  summer  of  1915  that  another  branch  of  work  commenced— the  entertainment  of 
wounded  soldiers  under  treatment  at  the  3rd  Southern  General  Hospital  and  its  branches.  The 
first  entertainment  of  this  character  was  given  on  July  13th,  and  took  the  form  of  a  garden  party  in 
the  private  grounds  of  the  Warden  ofWadham  College,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  J.  Wells.  Tea  was 
served  on  the  lawn  to  some  120  guests,  and  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Archibald  Francombe, 
a  delightful  musical  programme  was  subsequently  rendered.  There  were  songs  by  Mr.  Fletcher 
Turner  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Gillespie,  dances  by  the  youthful  Misses  Elaine  Turner  and  Renee  Percy, 
Morris  Dancing  and  Indian  Club  swinging  by  Miss  D.  Howes  and  Miss  Searv,  and  a  humorous 
entertainment  by  the  “  Chestnuts ”  Concert  Party. 

So  successful  was  this  first  venture,  and  so  much  was  it  enjoyed  by  the  soldiers,  that  others 
were  soon  arranged  in  the  large  Lounge  at  the  George  Street  premises.  On  two  such  occasions 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Riley  provided  the  programme,  and  their  splendidly  acted  sketches,  with  tea 
during  an  interval,  were  immensely  appreciated  by  a  roomful  of  wounded  “Tommies."  The 
wounded  at  the  hospitals  came  to  look  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  for  attention,  and  in  the  late  summer  of  1915 
the  “Sunday  afternoon  tea  to  wounded"  was  established.  From  the  first  the  attendance  was  large, 
and  this  feature  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  war  work  was  carried  on  without  a  break  until  the  end  of  the 
year  1919.  Tea  was  served,  a  few  items  of  sacred  music  rendered,  and  a  short  “talk  ”  given,  usually 
by  Dr.  C.  Knapp,  and  many  hundreds  of  the  wounded,  whose  lot  it  was  to  spend  some  time  in 
Oxford  Hospitals,  enjoyed  their  Sunday  afternoons  visit  to  our  building.  Usually  the  attendance 
was  from  60  to  80  each  Sunday  ;  sometimes  it  dropped  to  20  or  30,  hut  more  often  it  rose  to  100 
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or  more.  The  busiest  period  was  after  the  heavy  fighting  of  1918,  when  frequently  this  tea  party 
numbered  up  to  150. 

Mrs.  W.  Betts  was  in  charge  of  arrangements  for  these  teas  from  the  commencement  until  July* 


WOUNDED  AT  TEA. 

1917,  when,  owing  to  great  pressure  of  work  amongst  Cadets  at  the  George  Street  lounge,  she 
was  compelled  to  relinquish  responsibility  for  these  Sunday  gatherings.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hitchman  there¬ 
upon  took  up  the  work  at  the  Cornmarket  rooms,  and  continued  in  charge  until  the  work  was  closed. 
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THE  WINTER  OF  1915-16. 

The  winter  of  1915-16  saw  a  great  increase  in  the  Y.M.C.A’s  war  work.  There  were  then  stationed 
in  Oxford  the  3/ 1  st  Q.O'fO.H.,  the  135th  (Oxfordshire)  Heavy  Battery,  R.G.A.,  the  304th  Company, 
A.S.C.,  as  well  as  the  28th,  29th  and  30th  Battalions  of  Royal  Fusiliers.  It  was  at  once  apparent, 
when  the  latter  Battalions  arrived,  that,  though  the  utmost  was  made  of  the  space  available,  the 
accommodation  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  rooms  was  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it. 
Consequently  the  O.U.D.S.  rooms  at  the  corner  of  George  Street  and  Magdalen  Street  were  rented 
and  put  to  good  use,  and  the  old  “Oxford  Institute"  premises  in  St.  Aldate's  were  also  secured  and 
fitted  up  as  a  Soldiers’  Club,  Mrs.  Wace,  of  Grandpont  House,  superintending  this  latter  work,  and 
Mr.  T.  Basson  acting  as  chief  steward.  The  boys  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers'  Band  were  invited  to  make 
use  of  our  Junior  Department  rooms,  and  the  lads  were  splendidly  looked  after  by  the  Rev.  G.  F. 
Deuchar  (house  master  at  Magdalen  College  School),  who  at  the  time  was  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Juniors.  Mr.  Deuchar  arranged  a  Bible  Class  for  the  Band  boys  on  Sunday  afternoons, 
after  which  tea  was  provided. 

The  work  proceeded  on  the  usual  lines  with  an  abundance  of  excellent  concerts  in  the  large 
Lounge,  which  was  often  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Chess  was  especially  popular  this  winter, 
for  among  the  Fusiliers  were  many  expert  players  of  “county  club  ”  form,  and  a  series  of  thoroughly 
keen  matches  between  them  and  Y.M.C.A.  members  was  played.  Billiards  was  also  popular,  and 
successful  tournaments  for  soldiers  were  run.  The  accommodation  for  letter-writing  was  taxed 
to  the  uttermost,  though  even  a  lumber-room  had  been  cleared,  renovated,  and  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose.  Lectures  were  arranged  at  intervals.  Prof.  H.  H.  Turner  giving  a  most  interesting  talk 
on  “Astronomy,  illustrated  by  lantern  views,  while  Dr.  A.  P.  Dodds-Parker  lectured  on  “Purity." 
On  both  occasions  the  hall  was  crowded.  “  Beautiful  Belgium  "  was  the  subject  of  another  lantern 
lecture  by  Mr.  H.  Francis,  and  on  the  Good  Friday  evening  of  1916,  Mr.  W.  H.  Drake  gave  a  lantern 
address  on  “The  Life  of  Christ”  to  a  large  gathering  of  soldiers. 

Perhaps  the  feature  of  this  winter's  work  was  the  success  of  the  Sunday  evening  Social  Hour, 
the  informal  little  service,  after  church  time,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made.  Members 
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of  the  Fusiliers’  Battalions  were  especially  attracted  to  it,  and  greatly  appreciated  I)r.  Knapp’s  straight 
talks  on  subjects  of  particular  interest  to  men  and  appropriate  to  the  times.  Dr.  Knapp  invited 
questions  on,  and  discussion  of,  the  subject  chosen,  and  these  Sunday  evening  gatherings  were 
immensely  helpful.  The  “Coffee  Brigade  "—consisting  of  a  number  of  young  members  eager  to 
help— whose  duty  it  was  to  serve  “coffee  and  biscuits  to  all  present,  sometimes  found  themselves 
hard  put  to  to  fulfil  their  task,  so  large  were  the  attendances  ;  this  feature  of  the  Social  Hour  was 
never  once  omitted. 

Another  event  of  this  winter  which  must  he  placed  on  record  was  the  reorganisation  of  the 
refreshment  department.  It  was  now  so  big  and  important  an  undertaking  that  a  Ladies’  Committee 
was  formed  for  its  management,  with  Mrs.  W.  Betts  in  charge  as  caterer  and  organiser.  The 
presence  of  the  ladies  behind  the  buffet  and  in  the  room  was  welcomed  as  giving  a  still  more  home¬ 
like  effect  to  what  the  soldiers  described  as  their  “home  from  home” — our  Y.M.C.A. 

So  this  winter  passed,  happily  enough  in  spite  of  war’s  overwhelming  shadow,  and  when  the 
time  came  for  the  Fusiliers  and  other  units  to  leave  Oxford  they  parted  with  their  Y.M.C.A.  friends, 
and  we  with  them,  with  sincere  regret.  Their  unanimous  verdict  was  that  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  had 
been  a  homely,  friendly  resort. 

All  this  time  the  Y.M.C.A.  General  Secretary  was  engaged  at  Headquarters  as  secretary  to  the 
staffing  committee  for  supplying  workers  to  the  numerous  huts  and  tents  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
in  Mr.  Drake’s  absence  the  work  of  the  Oxford  Association  was  carried  on  voluntarily  by  the  honor¬ 
ary  officers  and  a  few  of  the  members.  In  August,  1916,  however,  additional  much-needed  assistance 
was  received  from  Mr.  S.  Carvosso,  who  came  from  London  to  act  as  lion,  assistant  secretary  to 
our  Association.  He  threw  himself  whole-heartedly  into  the  war  work,  and  rendered  invaluable  ser¬ 
vice  for  many  months,  until  in  November,  1917,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  Oxford  owing  to  ill-health. 

THE  THIRD  WINTER  OF  THE  WAR. 

IN  the  winter  of  1916-17,  the  troops  chiefly  stationed  in  Oxford  were  the  Royal  Flying  Corps  and 
the  R.A.M.C.,  large  numbers  of  whom  continued  to  make  full  use  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  In  addition, 
Oxford  became  a  centre  of  training  for  Officer  Cadets,  the  work  amongst  whom,  beginning  in  a 
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small  way,  rapidly  increased  to  huge  proportions.  In  addition  to  having  the  use  of  our  Lounge, 
Billiard  and  other  rooms,  a  special  room  for  quiet  reading  and  study  was  reserved  for  Cadets. 

The  general  scheme  of  work  was  continued  this  winter,  the  creature  comforts  and  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  men  proceeding  on  the  lines  of  previous  winters,  whilst  to  meet  a  much  felt  want  two 
additional  bathrooms  were  installed.  The  Sunday  Social  Hour  services  were  continued,  again 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Knapp,  and  on  Christmas  Day  the  usual  tea  was  provided.  A  number  of 
men  from  the  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.l.  at  Cowley  Depot  accepted  invitations,  and,  together  with 
members  of  the  R.F.C.  and  the  R.A.M.C.,  formed  a  large,  happy  party. 


THE  DISASTROUS  FIRE. 


ALL  went  well  until  the  end  of  January,  1917,  when  a  disastrous  fire  occurred  that  practically 
destroyed  the  Y.M.C.A.  building  in  George  Street,  and  checked,  hut  did  not  seriously  interrupt, 
the  work.  Billiards  was  as  popular  a  pastime  as  ever,  and  it  happened  that  on  the  Monday  evening, 
Jan.  29th,  a  match  was  in  progress  between  a  team  of  the  R.A.M.C.  and  some  Association  members. 
The  room  was  packed  with  interested  spectators,  the  building  being  locked  up  at  ten  p.m.  without 
anything  amiss  being  noticed.  Two  hours  later,  however,  the  rooms  of  the  second  story  of  the 
building  were  discovered  to  be  blazing  fiercely,  and  despite  the  efforts  of  the  Oxford  Volunteer  Fire 
Brigade  the  billiard  room,  the  library  adjoining,  the  whole  of  the  rooms  above,  and  the  roof  were 
gutted.  The  fire  burnt  through  at  one  end  of  the  large  lounge  beneath,  but  the  greater  portion 
of  this  room  escaped  the  flames,  though  of  course  seriously  damaged.  The  usefulness  of  the  building 
was,  for  a  time  at  any  rate,  entirely  destroyed. 

However,  even  in  face  of  this  disaster  the  Y.M.C.A.  was  undismayed.  The  fire  was  hardly 
extinguished  before  the  principal  officials— Dr.  C.  Knapp  (President),  Mr.  E.  Beaumont  (Curator), 
Mr.  J.  E.  Salter  (Hon.  Sec.).  Mr.  S.  Carvosso  (acting  Hon.  Sec.),  Mr.  A.  B.  Gillett  (Hon.  Treas.),  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Drake  (General  Sec.) — with  members  of  the  Emergency  Committee,  had  met  and  were 
planning  to  “carry  on.”  On  the  same  day,  premises  in  Cornmarket  near  Carfax,  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Metropolitan  and  Birmingham  Bank  and  owned  by  them,  were  secured — at  a  generously 
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low  rent — and  cleaning  operations  commenced.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  George  Street  Congregational  Church 
committee  placed  their  Lower  Schoolroom  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  on  the  evening  following 
the  fire  this  room  was  opened  to  soldiers  as  a  tempor¬ 
ary  “  so  that  not  for  a  single  day  was  the  work 

entirely  interrupted. 

THE  CORNMARKET  Y.M.C.A. 

Thanks  to  the  generous  assistance  of  Oxford 
citizens,  the  newly  acquired  premises  in  Corn- 
market  were  speedily  prepared.  A  piano  and  billiard 
table  were  loaned,  other  furniture  was  either  given  or 
purchased,  while  such  as  had  been  salvaged  from  the 
fire  was  dried,  renovated,  and  duly  installed  in  the 
new  rooms,  which  were  opened  to  soldiers  on  the 
Friday  of  the  same  week  in  which  the  fire  had 
occurred.  The  men  speedily  adapted  themselves  to 
the  change,  and  on  the  Sunday  the  usual  tea  to 
wounded  was  given,  and  the  Social  Hour  held  in  the 
evening.  Expressions  of  sympathy  with  the  Associa¬ 
tion  in  their  loss  of  a  handsome  building  were  received 
from  all  classes  in  Oxford,  but  perhaps  none  were 
more  heartfelt,  or  more  appreciated,  than  those  from 
Cadets,  members  of  the  R.A.M.C.,  and  of  the  R.F.C. 
One  of  the  Cadets  who  had  seen  the  fire,  with  several 
of  his  comrades,  wrote  :  “  I  can  hardly  express  our 
feelings  as  we  had  to  stand  there  in  the  street  and 
watch  'our  home  -  burning. 


However,  things  soon  settled  down  at  Cornmarket.  Two  rooms  were  made  into  one  large 
lounge,  the  “buffet”  was  erected,  a  large  and  smaller  billiard  tables  installed,  writing  rooms  fitted 
up,  and  a  small  “quiet  room"  reserved  for  Cadets.  For  the  remainder  of  that  winter  the  work 
proceeded  on  the  customary  lines,  although  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  Cadets  in  Oxford, 
together  with  a  military  order  that  they  must  not  mix  with  the  ordinary  "  Tommies,”  soon  com¬ 
pelled  the  Y.M.C.A.  to  make  further  arrangements  on  their  behalf.  For  this  purpose  the  ruins  of 
the  old  building  in  George  Street  were  cleared,  a  temporary  roof  erected  over  the  large  hall, 
necessary  repairs  and  renovations  effected,  and  the  former  lounge  once  more  rendered  habitable. 

WORK  AMONGST  THE  CADETS. 

THIS  room  was  re-opened  in  May,  1 ,)  1 7.  when  Dr.  Knapp,  the  Principal  of  Brasenose,  and  the 
Master  of  Balliol  spoke  at  the  inaugural  gathering.  It  was  reserved  entirely  for  members  of 
the  4th  and  6th  Battalions  of  the  Officer  Cadet  Corps,  and  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  1<S  months 
became  perhaps  the  largest  item  of  the  Association's  war  work.  Mr.  P.  V.  M.  Benecke,  M.A.,  Fellow 
of  Magdalen,  arranged  a  series  of  fortnightly  entertainments,  which  were  undoubtedly  enjoyed. 
A  “Social  Hour  was  also  conducted  on  Sunday  evenings,  under  the  able  direction  of  the  Rev- 
Canon  B.  H.  Streeter,  M.A..  and  some  of  Oxford's  foremost  men  spoke  at  these  gatherings,  including 
Dr.  C.  Knapp,  the  Warden  of  Wadham,  the  Principal  of  Mansfield,  Mr.  J.  F.  Campbell.  Mr.  S.  M. 
Burrows,  etc. 

The  refreshment  department  was  a  very  busy  and  successful  part  of  the  work,  though  great 
difficulties  were  encountered  as  the  food  question  became  acute  and  rationing  was  practised. 

Mr.  S.  Carvosso  was  for  a  time  secretary  in  charge  of  the  George  Street  Y.M.C.A.,  and  rendered 
splendid  service,  while  upon  his  departure,  Mr.  1).  M.  Munro  (of  Glasgow)  filled  the  vacancy. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Campbell,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Hertford  College,  was  another  leader  of  work  amongst  the 
Cadets,  and  by  his  personal  energy  and  advice  contributed  very  materially  to  the  success  of  the 
work,  receiving  valuable  assistance  from  numerous  Fellows  and  Tutors  of  colleges  who  in  turn 
attended  daily.  As  each  successive  draft  of  Cadets  arrived  in  Oxford  for  their  training,  they  quickly 
discovered  the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  leave  the  city  they  did  not  fail  to 
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testify  to  their  appreciation  of  all  that  the  Association  had  done  for  them.  The  work  continued  until 
January.  1919,  when,  following  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  the  Cadets'  School  at  Oxford  was  fi  nally 
disbanded. 


MOTOR  TRANSPORT  SERVICE. 

IT  was  in  February,  1917,  that  the  Y.M.C.A.  inaugurated  its  Motor  Transport  Service,  and  it  came 
into  being  in  the  following  way.  One  very  wintry  evening,  about  9.30,  there  arrived  at  the 
Cornmarket  rooms  a  soldier  on  leave  from  France,  who  wanted  to  proceed  to  his  home  at  Bicester, 
but  found  the  train  service  had  been  so  reduced  that  he  could  not  go  on  that  night.  He  had  been 
directed  by  the  station  authorities  to  the  Y.M.C.A.,  with  the  usual  "  They  will  see  to  you.  The  man 
was  determined  to  get  to  his  home,  but  though  the  Y.M.C.A.  folk  tried  their  utmost  to  procure  a  con¬ 
veyance,  they  were  unable  to  do  so.  They  did  not  know  then  that  there  were  motor  owners  who, 
had  they  but  known  the  situation,  would  gladly  have  taken  this  stranded  “Tommy”  home.  Efforts 
to  persuade  him  to  stay  the  night  in  Oxford  failed — it  was  his  first  leave,  and  already  too  much 
precious  time  had  been  taken  in  travelling — and  he  said  very  determinedly,  “Never  mind,  I  shall 
walk."  Tired  as  he  undoubtedly  was,  fully  laden  with  pack  and  rifle,  he  trudged  off  into  the  night 
for  his  twelve-mile  walk  home.  The  Y.M.C.A.  had  been,  for  once,  unprepared,  but  speedily  profited  by 
the  lesson,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  never  again  was  a  man  on  leave  from  the  front,  or 
urgently  called  home  owing  to  illness,  compelled  to  “  lose  ”  a  night  in  Oxford  for  want  of  a  “lift.” 

The  voluntary  Motor  Transport  Service  was  at  once  inaugurated,  the  response  to  appeals  to 
motor  owners  and  drivers  for  assistance  was  magnificent.  Mr.  Morton  Bailey  undertook  the  organ¬ 
isation  of  the  service,  and  was  splendidly  supported  by  Mr.  Leonard  Alden,  Mr.  Stanley  Alden, 
Miss  P.  Allen,  Mrs.  Morton  Bailey,  Mr.  J.  B.  Baker,  Mr.  W.  Godwin,  Mr.  E.  \V.  Morton,  and  Miss 
Sotham,  who  were  extremely  devoted  helpers,  while  occasional  assistance  was  also  rendered  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  V.  Bellamy,  Mr.  A.  Ballard,  Mr.  A.  Eraser.  Mr.  C.  B.  Gee,  Mr.  H.  W.  Gray,  Mr.  H  J.  Hart, 
Mr.  E.  J.  F7.  Knowles.  Mr.  E.  B.  Lewis,  Mr.  Russell  Lewis,  Mr.  A.  E.  Lynam,  Mr.  B.  Meadows,  and 
Mr.  E.  L.  Reade. 
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As  one  whose  duty  it  was  frequently  to  arrange  for  the  conveyance  of  stranded  soldiers,  the 
writer  would  wish  to  pay  special  tribute  to  Miss  Sotham  (of  Iffley),  Miss  P.  Allen  (Iffley),  and 
Mr.  Leonard  Alden,  who  repeatedly  on  the  shortest  notice  and  whatever  the  weather  or  the  distance 
to  he  travelled,  turned  out  to  motor  some  tired,  dispirited  soldier  to  his  home  twenty  or  more  miles 
away.  Often  one  felt  ashamed,  on  dark,  stormy  nights,  to  call  up  these  good  people  with  the  request 
for  their  aid,  especially  when  that  aid  had  been  so  willingly  given  a  few  nights  previously,  hut  always 
the  reply  came  :  “Certainly,  I'll  be  there  in  half-an-hour." 

One  has  seen  men  ready  to  break  down  from  sheer  fatigue  and  the  disappointment  of  being 

unable  to  reach  their  homes  by  train,  hut  our  assurance,  “  It's  all  right.  Miss - .  or  Mr. - ,  will  be 

here  for  you  in  half-an-hour,"  chased  all  their  gloom  and  weariness  away.  If  any  part  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  work  was  worth  doing,  it  was  surely  this  Motor  Transport  Service.  The  men 
thus  served  were  indeed  grateful,  and  many  letters  expressive  of  their  thanks  were  subsequently 
received. 

Besides  the  night  journeys,  there  was  a  regular  Motor  Service  from  the  stations  on  Sunday 
mornings,  the  motorists  taking  turns  to  attend  on  the  chance  of  finding  soldiers  who  wished  to  go  to 
towns  to  which  there  was  no  Sunday  train.  Later,  when  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hostel  was  established,  this 
was  made  the  point  of  call,  and  it  was  very  seldom  that  the  motorist  had  not  one  or  more  passengers. 
Often  he  was  obliged  to  “ring  up"  for  another  helper  with  another  car.  When,  during  the  course 
of  the  war,  petrol  became  short  in  supply  and  was  very  strictly  rationed  to  car  owners,  the  Y.M.C.A. 
obtained  a  special  permit,  through  Headquarters  in  London,  and  was  thus  able  to  continue  its 
transport  work  by  obtaining  petrol  for  the  cars. 

From  the  time  the  scheme  was  started  until  the  war  ended  some  20  months  -over  300  men 
were  taken  to  their  homes,  and  the  cars  travelled,  roughly,  about  10.000  miles,  often  under  very  bad 
conditions  of  weather  and  roads,  for  many  of  the  smaller  towns  and  villages  visited  were  quite  off 
the  main  roads.  But  no  weather  prevented  the  helpers  from  ““  carrying  on." 

During  Mr.  H.  Morton  Bailey’s  absence  on  military  service,  his  wife  carried  on  the  work 
as  leader,  and  she  rendered  excellent  service  at  a  time  when  her  duties  were  particularly 
difficult. 


THE  STATION  VOLUNTEERS. 

IT  was  as  a  natural  sequel  to  the  Motor  Transport  work  that  the  “Station  Volunteers”  were 
formed,  whose  duty  it  was  to  meet  the  late  trains  from  London  night  by  night,  take  charge  of 
soldiers  who  were  unable  to  proceed  further,  conduct  them  to  lodgings,  and  arrange  for  their 
“dispatch”  in  the  morning.  For  the  organisation  of  this  work  the  Association  was  indebted  to  the 
Rev.  I).  C.  Simpson,  Tutor  of  Kehle,  who  came  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  a<  a  voluntary  worker  at  a  time 
when  just  such  energetic  aid  as  he  could  give  was  badly  needed.  Subsequently  he  became  joint 
Hon.  Secretary  with  Mr.  James  H.  Salter,  and  from  first  to  last  his  services  were  ch  r  icter  sed  by  a 
wonderful  zeal  and  organising  ability.  He  first  re-modelled  the  Motor  Transport  so  is  to  increase 
its  efficiency,  obtained  a  number  of  bicycles  as  a  further  means  of  transport  for  soldiers  who  had  no 
great  distance  to  go  to  their  homes,  and  then  established  a  complete  system  of  Station  Volunteers, 
himself  being  one  of  the  most  regular  attendants  at  the  station.  This  was  speedily  found  to  he 
another  important  and  very  necessary  item  of  our  work,  for  it  was  with  real  relief  a  stranded 
“Tommy,”  found  someone  to  turn  to  for  advice  and  the  more  practical  assistance  of  securing  him 
lodgings  and  refreshments. 

In  this  department  of  the  work  the  Association  received  every  assistance  both  from  the  G.W.R. 
Station  authorities  and  from  the  City  Police.  It  was  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  people  that  the  soldiers 
naturally  turned  for  assistance.  Besides  Mr.  Simpson,  the  more  regular  of  the  Station  Volunteers 
were  Mr.  C.  Maasz,  Mr.  J.  Maycock,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clarke,  sen.,  Mr.  S.  R.  Alden,  Mr.  R.  C.  Maasz,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Taplin,  Mr.  F.  E.  Pargiter,  Mr.  J.  R.  Benson,  Mr.  E.  A.  Seaton,  Mr.  T.  Basson,  Mr.  J.  Hayman, 
the  Rev.  L.  Plested  (Woodstock),  and  members  of  the  Salvation  Army  and  the  Summertown 
C.E.M.S.,  with  occasional  assistance  from  other  friends.  Many  a  “  Tommy  ”  was  saved  from  the 
discomforts  of  a  night  on  the  station  platform,  or  in  the  waiting-room,  or  from  the  worse  evils  of  a 
night  in  the  streets,  by  these  Volunteers,  who  made  it  their  business  to  see  that  he  was  lodged,  and 
provided  with  food — the  Y.M.C.A.  always  paying  the  hill  if,  as  often  happened,  the  traveller  had  no 
money  with  him. 


THE  HYTHE  BRIDGE  STREET  HOSTEL. 

AS  the  Station  Volunteer  work  grew,  it  became  necessary  to  make  definite  arrangements  for 
accommodation  for  the  many  soldiers  w  ho  were  forced  to  spend  a  night  at  Oxford,  and  for 
this  purpose  Mr.  S  mpson  engaged  rooms  at  32  Hvthe  Bridge  Street,  which  became  the  Y.M.C.A. 
Hostel.  These  rooms,  each  containing  three  or  four  beds,  were  reserved  solely  for  the  use  of 
soldiers  brought  to  the  Hostel  by  the  Station  Volunteers,  and  were  available  at  all  hours  of  the 
night.  Food  was  supplied  on  the  men's  arrival,  and  breakfast  the  following  morning  ;  they  were 
also  sure  of  being  called  in  the  morning  in  time  to  catch  the  early  trains  or  to  secure  a  place  in 
the  transport  motors.  In  the  working  of  this  Hostel  splendid  service  was  rendered  by  the 
landlady,  Mrs.  Gardner. 

Time  and  again  all  the  beds  were  booked  up  before  the  last  trains  arrived,  but  later  arrivals 
were  never  turned  away  as  long  as  a  “shake  down”  could  he  provided.  In  the  closing  weeks 
of  191<S,  however,  the  demands  on  the  accommodation  at  the  Hvthe  Bridge  Street  Hostel  became 
so  overwhelming,  that  additional  Y.M.  beds  had  to  be  provided.  These— some  two  dozen  in 
number — w'ere  installed  in  the  upper  rooms  at  the  Cornmarket  premises,  and  were  available  at 
any  hour,  a  night  porter  being  on  duty  from  10  p.m.  onwards.  Even  with  this  additional  accom¬ 
modation  the  resources  of  our  hostels  were  often  over-taxed,  but  couches  and  armchairs  proved 
acceptable  “make  shift  beds.  During  the  month  of  March,  1919,  no  fewer  than  730  soldiers 
spent  a  night  in  one  or  other  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hostels,  which  were  also  used  by  discharged  men 
who  had  to  be  in  Oxford  to  attend  before  the  Pensions  Committee,  so  that  this  part  of  our  work 
also  more  than  proved  its  worth. 


MEDICAL  RECRUITING  OFEICE  TENT. 

IN  the  spring  of  1917,  the  Medical  Recruiting  Board  transferred  its  quarters  from  Cowley  Barracks 
to  premises  in  St.  Giles',  Oxford,  and  as  men  called  up  for  medical  examination — large  numbers 
of  them  coming  in  from  the  country  had  long  periods  of  waiting  both  before  and  after  examin¬ 
ation,  the  Y.M.C.A.  asked  permission  to  erect  a  marquee  in  the  grounds.  The  military  authorities 


2.? 


readily  gave  the  required  permission,  and  also  every  possible  assistance.  The  tent  was  erected,  and 
soon  proved  a  real  boon  to  the  men.  As  winter  approached,  the  Y.M.  were  given  a  room  in  the 
building,  and  in  this  room  the  work  was  carried  on  until,  in  the  summer  of  1918,  the  Medical  Board 
shifted  its  quarters  to  Holywell  Music  Room.  The  Y.M.C.A.  were  invited  to  accompany  them,  and 
continued  the  work  until,  soon  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  in  November,  191  <S.  the  Medical 
Board  “  closed  down." 


THE  ASH  HURST  HUT. 

DURING  the  summer  of  1918,  the  Ashhurst  War  Hospital  for  soldiers  suffering  from  nerve  dis¬ 
orders  was  established  at  Littlemore,  and  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  was  appealed  to  to  erect  and 
“run"  a  hut  in  the  grounds  for  the  use  of  the  patients  whilst  undergoing  treatment.  The  London 
National  Council  agreed  to  erect  the  building,  provided  it  was  equipped,  staffed  and  managed  by  the 
Oxford  Branch.  The  Rev.  I).  C.  Simpson  once  again  proved  an  enthusiastic  and  zealous  worker  in 
the  preliminary  arrangements,  and  in  October,  1918,  a  room  in  the  main  building  was  opened  as 
a  temporary  “  Y.M.”  pending  the  erection  of  the  hut.  The  hut  was  soon  completed,  and  with  its 
large,  cheerfully  decorated  room  for  concerts  and  social  gatherings,  its  quiet  room  for  reading  and 
writing,  and  its  buffet,  proved  of  immense  value  to  the  patients.  It  was  in  the  hospital,  but  not 
of  the  hospital,  and  was  a  resort  where  patients  could  receive  their  friends  and  which  they  looked 
upon  as  strictly  their  own  domain. 

Apart,  however,  from  catering  for  the  bodily  comforts  of  the  patients,  the  Y.M.C.A.  have 
admittedly  assisted  in  their  cure  by  the  social  gatherings,  concerts,  and  variety  entertainments 
they  organised.  This  particular  part  of  the  work  has  been  the  especial  care  of  Mr.  H.  (I.  Gibbs,  who 
in  November,  1917,  undertook  the  whole  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  musical  arrangements  in  succession  to 
Mr.  S.  Blackler,  and  right  splendidly  has  he  fulfilled  the  task.  At  Ashhurst,  under  his  supervision, 
many  first-rate  entertainments  have  been  given  in  the  large  hall,  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hut.  and,  during  the 
fine  weather  of  June,  1918,  in  the  open  air.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percival  Hedges  were  especially  devoted 
entertainers,  their  variety  programmes  almost  always  including  some  admirably  acted  sketches. 
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The  number  of  Oxford  concert  parties  and  individual  artistes  who  have  freely  given  their  services 
at  these  Y.M.  concerts  has  been  truly  enormous,  and  is  one  more  proof  of  Oxford  citizens'  willing¬ 


ness,  as  it  was  manifest  throughout  the  war,  to  help  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  its  many-sided  work  for  the 
soldiers. 
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THE  ASH  HURST  HUT,  INTERIOR. 

THE  LAST  WINTER. 

ALTHOUGH  at  the  outset  of  the  winter  of  1918-19  the  Armistice  had  brought  with  it  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  there  were  still  many  troops  in  Oxford,  and  the  work  at  Cornmarket  was  in 
full  swing  even  to  the  day  on  which  Peace  was  signed.  The  Cadets,  of  course,  were  here  in 
force  until  after  Christmas,  and  other  units  were  the  R.A.F.,  The  Labour  Corps,  and  the  R.A.M.C. 


26 


Consequently  all  that  had  been  done  in  previous  winters,  including  the  Christmas  Day  tea  party, 
was  continued  in  this  last  winter  under  war  conditions  ;  in  many  ways  the  work  was  heavier  than 
before. 


OUR  STEWARDSHIP. 


ONE  approaches  the  end  of  this  record  of  the  work  of  the  Oxford  Y.M.C.A.  during  the  Great 
War  from  August,  1914,  to  June,  1919,  and  in  summing  up  one  would  say  that  all  that  the 
Association  has  done  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  but  for  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the 
City,  County  and  University  residents.  Appeals  for  financial  help  were  very  generously  responded 
to,  and  in  all  ways  our  hands  were  strengthened  and  our  tasks  lightened  by  the  moral  support  and 
practical  assistance  of  all  classes  of  Oxonians.  The  Y.M.C.A.  has  always  felt  that  it  was  the  steward 
of  the  subscribers  to  its  War  Work  Funds,  and  one  hopes  that  in  this  account  of  our  stewardship 
the  Association  will  be  found  to  have  been  faithful  to  the  trust  so  freely  reposed  in  it 

Throughout  the  whole  course  of  its  war  work  the  Y.M.C.A.  was  not  unmindful  of  the  third  side 
of  the  Red  Triangle.  The  “mind”  and  “body  sides  of  men's  nature  were  catered  for  in  the 
ways  that  have  been  shown,  hut  the  “  spiritual  ”  side  also  was  not  neglected,  and  in  the  Social 
Hour  services,  the  Bible  Class,  the  Special  Mission  in  1915,  the  Evening  Hymn  and  Prayer,  the 
“  straight  talk  ”  at  teas,  and  in  other  ways  the  Association  endeavoured  to  help  the  soldiers  to  think 
upon  the  real  questions  of  life  and  the  things  that  matter.  All  this  was  done  without  ostentation. 
Religion  was  never  forced  upon  the  men  who  came  into  the  rooms,  and  probably  because  of  this 
very  fact  the  success  was  greater.  The  actual  extent  of  that  success  cannot,  of  course,  be  measured 
by  the  standards  of  achievement  in  other  directions,  but  it  is  certain  that  many  of  the  lads  who 
passed  through  our  rooms  in  the  years  of  the  Great  War  received  help  and  strength  from  the 
advice,  the  “  talks,"  and  the  prayers  of  those  who  led  the  services 

From  start  to  finish  the  prime  mover  in  the  religious  work  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  Knapp,  for  so 
long  President  of  the  Association.  Dr.  Knapp,  a  scholar  of  note  and  a  delightful  speaker,  has  the 
gift  of  compelling  interest  in  what  he  says,  and  to  whatever  class  or  type  of  men  he  spoke,  he  unfail- 
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ingly  held  their  attention  by  his  directness  of  speech,  his  wide  knowledge  of  men  and  the  world, 
and  his  broad-minded  views.  He  was  an  especial  favourite  at  the  Social  Hour,  and  his  policy  of 
inviting  discussion  upon  the  subject  he  had  chosen  was  invariably  appreciated.  Other  of  Oxford’s 
leading  divines  who  assisted  in  the  religious  work  have  already  been  mentioned,  and  in  addition 
one  may  mention  Canon  E.  A.  Burroughs  (Hertford),  Dr.  A.  J.  Carlyle,  Rev.  J.  H.  Stansfeld,  Canon 
Clayton,  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  (Queen's),  Rev.  R.  Brook  (Merton),  Rev.  F.  G.  Barry  and  Mrs.  M. 
N.  Todd  (Oriel),  the  late  Rev.  J.  G.  Stevenson,  Rev.  P.  de  Labilliere,  C.F.,  Rev.  D.  Matheson  (of 
Cambridge),  l)r.  Bartlett  (Mansfield),  Mr.  A.  B.  Gillett,  Mr.  C.  H.  Dodd  (Mansfield).  Rev.  J.  K. 
Elkington  (Vicar  of  Elsfield),  Rev.  N.  Whitfield,  Rev.  .1.  Stay,  Rev.  J.  H.  Millies,  Rev.  P.  Rose,  Rev. 
R.  W.  Hobling,  Rev.  W.  A.  Williamson  (Vicar  of  St.  Matthew’s),  Capt.  Wallbridge  (Salvation 
Army). 

PERSONALITIES. 

WHERE  so  many  rendered  willing  and  splendid  service  in  the  name  of  our  Association  to  the 
Soldiers  of  the  King,  whom  it  was  our  privilege  to  serve,  it  is  difficult  indeed  to  write  of 
individuals,  but  any  record  of  the  work  would  be  incomplete  without  special  reference  to  a  few 
of  the  leaders. 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  Knapp  has  been  frequently  mentioned  in  this  record,  and  he  was 
indeed  the  prime  mover  in  all  our  war  work.  Dr.  Knapp  was  President  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  and  he  at  once  took  the  lead  in  directing  the  course  of  the  new  work  the 
Association  was  called  upon  to  take  up.  Tribute  has  already  been  paid  to  his  conduct  of  the 
religious  side  of  the  work,  and  he  was  no  less  untiring  and  zealous  for  the  men's  bodily  comfort  and 
welfare.  Especially  was  his  keenness  and  determination  of  inestimable  value  in  the  trying  week  that 
followed  immediately  upon  the  fire  in  January,  1917.  Dr.  Knapp  continued  as  President  until 
January,  1918,  and  his  sole  reason  for  resigning  then  was,  as  he  himself  put  it.  “to  make  way  for  a 
better  man."  The  Dean  of  Christ  Church  was  elected  in  his  stead,  but  as  Acting  Vice-President 
until  early  in  1919,  Dr.  Knapp  was  still  regarded  as  our  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  leader,  than 
whom  the  Y.M.C.A.  could  not  possibly  have  had  a  better  or  one  more  fitted  for  its  War  Work, 
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To  Mr.  E.  Beaumont  the  Association  already  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude,  for  he  was  one  of  its 
founders  and  sponsors.  During  the  war  that  debt  greatly  increased,  for  Mr.  Beaumont,  besides 
being  curator  of  the  building  and  a  vice-president,  acted  as  Hon.  Treasurer.  Upon  him  devolved 
the  task  of  receiving  the  funds  subscribed  by  a  generous  public,  and  upon  him  rested  largely  the 
careful  spending  of  that  money.  The  fire,  of  course,  added  enormously  to  the  burden  of  his  work, 
and  still  further  complicated  an  already  intricate  set  of  accounts,  but  Mr.  Beaumont  wonderfully 
handled  his  task. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Gillett  also  rendered  great  service  in  the  financial  side  of  the  work  ;  as  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Association,  he  had  a  responsible  share  in  the 
management. 

As  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  James  E.  Salter  was  responsible  for  much  of  the  executive  work  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  in  the  absence  of  the  General  Secretary.  Nothing  was  too  much  trouble  for  Mr.  Salter  to 
do,  and,  busy  man  though  he  is,  he  always  found  time  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  routine  work  of  the 
Association,  and,  in  addition,  the  many  extra  duties  which  its  war  work  involved. 

Mr.  S.  Carvosso,  who  came  from  Headquarters  in  June,  1916,  and  remained  till  December.  1917, 
when  ill-health  compelled  him  to  leave  Oxford,  entered  whole-heartedly  into  the  work  as  an  Acting 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  was  especially  assiduous  in  supervising  the  organisation  at  the  Cadets'  Lounge 
and  the  Cowley  Hut. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Campbell  and  Mr.  D.  Munro  were  also  prominent  leaders  in  the  work  amongst  Cadets, 
though  the  latter  was  in  Oxford  for  so  brief  a  time. 

The  Rev.  I>.  C.  Simpson  (Keble)  came  to  our  assistance  in  the  spring  of  1917  and,  as  has  been 
already  recorded,  displayed  the  utmost  zeal  and  energy.  The  Station  Volunteers,  the  Hostels,  the 
increased  efficiency  of  the  Motor  Transport,  and  very  largely  the  Ashhurst  Hut,  are  monuments  to 
his  personal  ability  and  untiring  energy.  He  came  just  when  the  valued  help  that  he  was  able  to 
give  was  desperately  needed,  and  he  only  resigned  in  April,  1919,  owing  to  the  rapidly  increasing 
University  duties  which  followed  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

To  Mr.  Sidney  Bladder,  our  soldier  guests  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  war  owed  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude — which  they  were  not  slow  to  express— for  his  successful  organization  of  the  many  con¬ 
certs  and  entertainments  provided  for  them,  a  work  which,  upon  Mr.  Bladder's  resignation,  was 
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equally  well  carried  on  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Gibbs.  Indeed,  under  Mr.  Gibbs'  direction,  the  “  musical  side  ” 
of  all  the  various  functions  attained  a  perfection  which  was  eloquent  testimony  to  his  zeal.  Both 
Mr.  Bladder  and  Mr.  Gibbs  were  splendidly  supported  by  Oxford  concert  parties — the  Chestnuts, 
the  Beverleys,  the  Scarlet  Pimpernels,  the  Finches,  etc.,— and  by  individual  artistes. 

Of  all  our  workers,  none  rendered  greater  service  than  Mrs.  W.  Betts,  who,  as  lady  caterer 
in  charge  of  the  refreshment  department,  worked  week  in  and  week  out,  in  very  difficult  times, 
to  supply  the  soldiers  with  the  refreshment  they  seemed  always  to  require. 

Mrs.  Betts  was  very  ably  assisted  by  a  number  of  other  lady  helpers,  and  her  chief  lieutenant 
was  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hitchman,  who  from  July,  1917,  relieved  Mrs.  Betts  entirely  of  the  Sunday  work — 
including  the  teas  to  wounded  soldiers— at  the  Cornmarket  Street  rooms.  Many  of  the  ladies  were 
very  devoted  and  regular  in  their  attendance  from  start  to  finish,  notably  Mrs.  T.  Basson,  Mrs. 
Turner,  Mrs.  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Sanders,  and  the  Misses  Blackler,  A.  F.  and  A.  Parker,  Sirman, 
Maycock,  Cooper,  Carver,  Ferris,  Mrs.  Slaughter,  etc. 

In  many  ways  the  members  of  the  Association  who  were  not  qualified  for  military  service  by 
reason  of  health  or  age  assisted  consistently  in  the  work,  and  to  them  all  thanks  are  due.  Nor  would 
this  expression  of  grateful  acknowledgment  be  complete  without  reference  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  care¬ 
takers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders,  and  later  at  George  Street,  Mr.  Barnes  and  Mrs.  Robinson,  whose 
work  was  often  difficult,  always  hard,  but  ever  cheerfully  performed. 
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